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After growing up under enemy 
occupat ion, you've emigrated to a 
fore ign land where you hard ly have 
enough money to feed yourse lf, and 
your job opportu nit ies are limited 
because you're st ill waiting for your 
work too ls to arrive . 

Worst of all , you don't speak the 
language. 

This was the plight of 19 -year-old 
Dutch carpenter Piet Wagenmakers 
on arrival in Brisbane in June 1953 . 

After severa l weeks of bleak misery 
at the Enoggera Immigrat ion Centre, 
his fortunes changed when Father 
van Baar, a Catholic priest who wore a 
Panama hat and drove a yellow 1952 
Holden sedan, offered Piel a place 
at a Dutch hoste l where he would be 
accommodated with around 26 of his 
own countrymen . 

The address was a large, once
grand house at 56 Chester Street , 
Teneriffe, which had been acquired 
the previous year by the Catholic 
Society of the Divine Word. 

Piel found the arrangements 
stra ightforward: board would be 
£4 a week, while ironing (around 4 
shillings) had to be arranged with the 
landlady. Full board included hot and 
cold showers (they were on ly cold at 
Enoggera). 

"The priest asked if I was Catholic," 
recalls Piet, ·and when I said no, he 
promised I soon would be. I replied that 
I didn't th ink that would be the case." 

The newcomer was introduced to 
the landlords, Mr and Mrs Joosten, 

ROSEVILLE: With closed -in verandahs, could house more t han two dozen young 
Dutch immigrants. 

SETTLED: Piet Wagenmakers , pictured 
on his first day at t he Dutch Hostel in 
1953 . 

who had two sons of schoo l age. 
The room he shared with another 

boarder, Henk, featured a marb le 
fireplace, the first of many clues that 
th is had once been a substant ial 
residence. 

"From when I fi rst arr ived and met 
the guys in the Hostel, I felt at home," 
said Piet. 

Now 83 years old, Mr 
Wagenmakers' memoirs, which he is 
currently prepar ing, provide us with 
more details of his experience at the 
hoste l. 

"There were stables at the back 

of t he property," he writes, "as the 
house probab ly once belonged to 
people keeping horses. 

·on the lower side of the property 
was a hall where dances were held on 
Sunday evenings. 

"Young women belonging to the 
Country Women's Association (CWA) 
would come over and partn er the 
boarders from the Hostel. 

"There were beaut iful meals, 
packed lunches, plenty of fru it 
after meals, and no alcohol was 
to be consumed anywhere on the 
premises." 

Funnily enough , one of the hoste l's 
endur ing legacies was introduc ing 
Piet to toast with vegemite and 
cheese - which he st ill enj oys every 
morn ing for breakfast. 

"All the guys had the ir own 
motorb ikes, and Saturdays were 
taken up in cleaning them. It was a 
beaut ifu l old house, probab ly built in 
the late 1800s. 

I didn't have a clue then , but 
looking back, I now know so much 
about it," he said. 

The house, of course, is Roseville, 
built in 1886 fo r a Queen Street china 
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and glassware merchant, and made 
famous in the 1980s by Ann & Harry 
Garms as the sty lish restaura nt and 
wedding recept ion cent re. 

They had purchased the property 
f rom the church in 1982 , and 
effect ively saved the histor ic 
homestead by undertak ing extens ive 
renovat ion. 

How many people, such as Piet , 
would have liked to have knocked 
at Rosevi//e's door to recall the ir life 
there all those years ago! 

Some visits have been documented. 
Sally Williams , an English tour ist , 

relished seeing the house where, as a 
young child in the 1930s , her mother 
had been take n to call on her aged 
Cowell relatives when that family 
owned it. 

In more recent t imes, Ivan Lazarou, 

Roseville 's owner during 1999 -2010 , 
was somet imes reminded of the 
home's 'Dutch period'. 

"I reca ll an e lder ly Dutch man 
who brought his wife to show her 
the hostel in which he lived when he 
arrived in Brisbane in the 1960s," 

he said. 


