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FLATS were the chic new housing 
solution in early-1930s Brisbane, and 
one of the city’s biggest proposed 
blocks was planned for the New Farm 
waterfront at Gray Street.

In 1933 when Linray Constructions 
offered a prize of 100 guineas for a 
modern flat development on the site 
of the late William Ruddle’s home 
overlooking the Hawthorne Ferry, 
the winning design, chosen from the 
16 submitted, was that of Brisbane 
architect Charles W. Fulton (1906-88).

Reflecting a style described as 
‘modern English and Continental’ the 
40-flat, six-level development would 
feature imposing street and river 
frontages, separate resident and utility 
lifts, a croquet lawn and tennis court. 
The laundries would be built on the flat 
roof with a very high parapet to ensure 
that the washing would not be visible.

“Practically every room will receive 
sunlight and a through-current of air is 
provided for all the flats, of which there 
will be 40 (in total): 22 two-bedroom, 
12 single-bedroom, and six three-

bedroom,” explained the designer’s 
description. 

Andrew Lind and William A. Gray 
(directors of Linray Constructions) 
had previously planned residential 
developments at Newmarket.

According to one newspaper report, 
“The designer states that very little 
excavation would be necessary to 
provide an excellent boat shed, should 
some tenants require storage space for 
boats and accessories.”

While it would have been a 
sensational innovation for New Farm, 
it was an idea whose time was not yet 
ripe. Perhaps the close proximity of 
the goods railway lessened its lustre. 
It took until the year 2000 for the 
1933 concept to be realized, when the 
87-unit Freshwater complex, with its 
‘modernist and curvilinear forms’, was 
completed.

In the meantime, the site was home 
to the Maloney Brothers’ wharf from 
which their boats conveyed goods to 
Caloundra and shell grit by return, 
before the location was requisitioned 
by the Navy and became home to 
HMAS Moreton.

Charles Fulton went on to make his 
name in Brisbane architectural history. 
His partnership with J.P. Donoghue 
produced the award-winning ‘European 
modernism’ design for Nudgee Junior 
school at Indooroopilly in 1938.

To see how the New Farm flats may 

have appeared in reality, take a close 
look at the architectural partnership’s 
1940s Townsville Hospital building, 
which is expected to become the 
centrepiece of a new residential 
development named Fulton Gardens.

Fulton was head of the School of 
Architecture at QUT for around 40 
years, and the Brisbane firm of Fulton 
Trotter continues today. His former 
partner J.P. Donoghue (1895-1960) 
left his mark in New Farm, designing 
the Holy Spirit Church and Ravenswood 
Flats at 313 Bowen Terrace.
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Freshwater had flats in 1930s
Charles Fulton’s imposing six-level design 
was a 1930s prototype for the Freshwater 

Apartments at Gray Street, New Farm. 
Picture: The Morning Bulletin, January 9, 

1934.

The Gray Street frontage of William 
Ruddle’s home Harnham that overlooked 

the river. Linray Constructions planned  
40 flats on the site in 1934.  

Picture: Stuart Johnston.

Snapshot of World Expo 88

Street performers were among the 
entertainment that populated Expo 88
IT’S hard to believe that 25 years 
have flown by since Brisbane’s 
World Expo ‘88 — but it will seem 
like only yesterday when the March 
meeting of the New Farm and 
Districts Historical Society relives 
the Expo through the eyes of a photo 
lab technician who worked there.

Andrew Mason worked at the 
Expo’s Photographic Media Centre, 
frantically processing images for 
local and world press photographers 
and journalists. 

“It was the busiest six months of 
work that I have ever experienced,” 
Mr Mason says, who still manages a 
photographic laboratory.
The Historical Society will meet 
on Saturday, March 23, 2013 
at Merthyr Road Uniting Church 
Centre, 2-4pm. All are welcome. 
Admission: $5 including afternoon 
tea, ($4 members). For more 
information, please contact Ross 
Garnett on 0409 498 402.


